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FROM THE EDITOR 
As we approach the “business end” of season 2019-20, I am pleased to bring you 
the last issue of “Law 43”, Volume 26. The Premier Finals series will remain for a 
small fraction of all involved in Premier Cricket, and to these players and officials, 
we wish you the “best of luck”, if it is “luck” that determines your continued 
participation in the game for this season. While Finals are fun, it is unfortunate 
that the weeks of the finals are more often than not the best time of the year for 
playing our great game. 
It is again the turn of President Alan McCarthy to present the regular 

President/Vice-President column. In this case, some readers will be interested to read of the pending 
meeting which, as I understand, will involve the VCAUSA President, Secretary as well as Daryl 
Brigham, with Paul Milo of Cricket Victoria to address some of the current problems facing the 
management of Umpiring at Cricket Victoria. Naturally, all members of the CV umpiring panel and 
perhaps scorer members as well, await the outcome of these discussions.  
For a fourth year, the National Cricket Inclusions Championships were held in Geelong and I have 
prepared a short report on the week in which several CV Panel Umpires officiated. Then follow two 
articles on some social activity, the first the now Annual VCAUSA Sausage Sizzle and the second 
a social cricket match, the only one for this season as the first, scheduled for December, was washed 
out. I am grateful to Tony Ventura for his report on this match. There will surely be more matches 
next season, as we look towards the 90P

th
P Easter Exchange with our South Australian colleagues 

during Easter, 2021. 
Many thanks Tony Medina for his detailed report entitled “A Day in the Life of a Match Referee.” 
Maybe some readers will be interested in this area of officiating in our great game which seems to 
be growing in importance, given the increase in the number of tournaments be scheduled. Thanks 
also to Chris Grant, the 2019-20 CV/VCAUSA Scholarship recipient, for his second report for the 
readers of “Law 43.” His second report, as with his first, is a most interesting read and we wish him 
well for his future career in umpiring. 
I was moved to print “The Superstitions of Cricket”, following a page I came across in Alan Border’s 
most enjoyable book and again, I thank John Collins’ for “his wisdom” column. I am disappointed 
that no other reader has taken up the offer to provide some further “wisdom” to this page. 
I know that many readers would have known English Scorer, John Goodman who passed away in 
November last year.  Thanks to Darrell Holt, I am pleased to publish a short tribute to John in this 
issue. 
Again, Alan McCarthy has provided a book review and the offer remains for any member to submit 
a review of something you have recently read yourself, since already we have a first book review 
for the 2020-21 season’s volume, so this column will no doubt continue. 
As usual the back page contains the ongoing VCAUSA Calendar and a list of VCAUSA items for 
sale. 

Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

I love a sunburnt country, 
A land of sweeping plains, 
Of ragged mountain ranges, 
Of droughts and flooding rains. 
I love her far horizons, 
I love her jewel-sea, 
Her beauty and her terror - 
The wide brown land for me! 
Dorothea Mackellar (1885-1968) My Country published in The 

Spectator 1908. 
During February we saw it all.  Hot sunny days, sultry steamy days and days of torrential flooding 
rains.  In March we turn our minds to finals. Congratulations to all teams, scorers and umpires who 
will participate in this season’s finals campaigns.  Don’t forget to join your colleagues for a drink and 
something to eat at the “Nibbles on the Hill” provided by the VCAUSA in association with the 1st XI 
Grand Final on Saturday, 4P

th
P  April. 

On Friday, 6P

th
P March Secretary Gerry Schembri and I are meeting with Paul Milo of Cricket Victoria 

to discuss a range of issues including the appointment of an Umpiring Manager, the Umpires’ 
Retirement Benefit Fund and how Cricket Victoria can support umpires and scorers in Premier 
Cricket. 
March will also see the finals of the ICC Women’s World Cup.  With plenty of publicity and teams 
from Australia, Bangladesh, England, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, South Africa, 
Thailand and West Indies, the profile of women’s cricket has been raised across the nation.   
For the first time the VCAUSA Committee of Management will be introducing our Women’s Premier 
Cricket Umpire of the Year award at our Annual Dinner and Presentation night on Friday 1P

st
P May.  

The VCAUSA provides awards at the end of the season including the Robin Bailhache Commitment 
Award, the Cameron Medal for Scorer of the Year and the Ray Isherwood Perpetual Trophy for the 
Representative Umpire of the Year.  The Committee of Management looks forward to seeing you at 
the Annual Dinner to celebrate the season and the achievements of our colleagues. 

Alan McCarthy 
------------------------------------------------------- 

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES 

500 Games Malcolm Gunn Casey Sth Melb vs Melbourne Uni 2P

nd
P XI (29 Feb. & 1 Mar. 2020) 

200 Games Ron Birch Prahran vs Carlton 1P

st
P XI (22 Feb. 2020) 

100 1P

st
P XI Jason Leonard-Scott Frankston Peninsula vs Melbourne (29P

th
P Feb & 1 Mar. 2020) 

100 Games Viv Kumar Casey Sth Melb vs Ringwood 3P

rd
P XI (22 Feb. 2020) 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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NATIONAL CRICKET INCLUSIONS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
From 12P

th
P to 17P

th
P January, 2020 a fourth National Cricket Inclusions Championships involving 

interstate teams in the inclusions categories (for men) of intellectually disabled (ID), deaf (D) and 
blind (B) as well as two D women’s teams, one from Victoria and the other a “Combined All Stars” 
team consisting of women from South Australia, New South Wales, Queensland and the ACT, were 
conducted in the Geelong area. This being a Cricket Australia event, the various match officials, 
match managers, scorers, match referee, etc., were Cricket Australia appointees while the umpires, 
11 in all, with just two exceptions, Chris Ive and Michael Clements, came from the Cricket Victoria 
Premier Umpiring panel. These umpires were Ash Barrow, Jeff 
Diamond-Smith, Trevor Finlayson, Chaitanya Rajhansa, Glenn 
Schache, Bill Sheahan, Aneesh Shetye and Paul Welbourn, who 
were present for the whole Championships and Chris Grant who 
attended on the Thursday. 
It should be pointed out that the Cricket Australia tender for the 
hosting of the 2020 Championships had originally been awarded to 
Adelaide, but for unknown reasons, the Championships had to be 
returned to Geelong towards the end of 2019. Geelong is indeed 
an ideal location for such an event, with several excellent turf 
grounds and volunteer ground support staff, within a reasonable 
area and with most ideal accommodation in the residences of 
Deakin University, Waurn Ponds Campus, for the many interstate 
teams and officials. The grounds available for this year’s matches 
were: Burdoo Recreation Reserve; Jarvis Oval, (Deakin 
University); KFC Oval, Queen’s Park; McDonald Reserve; Osborne 
Park; South Barwon Reserve; and Winter Reserve. All matches 
were played under the T20 format. 
Following an introductory reception function on the Sunday evening, matches began in all categories 
on the Monday. Unfortunately, the fires which at the time raged in certain parts of Australia, 
generated a smoke haze not only over Melbourne but also over Geelong. A smoke haze criterion 
based on atmospheric particulate data from the EPA, was established by Cricket Australia officials 
on the Monday night with the result that, although all were advised to “turn up to grounds” on the 

Tuesday morning, matches could not commence on account 
of the atmospheric pollution criterion. The same applied to the 
Wednesday when again no matches were played. 
A meeting of Managers and some Cricket Australia Officials 
on the Wednesday night made the decision that the originally 
rostered matches set down for the Thursday would proceed 
as scheduled, which meant that some interstate teams 
automatically qualified for finals on the basis of one 
preliminary match. The resulting Grand Finals on the Friday, 
ended as follows: 
Blind (M): New South Wales 1/127 def South Australia 4/124 

(cc) at McDonald Reserve (Umpires: Chris Ive and Michael Clements) 
Deaf (M): New South Wales 2/65 def South Australia 64 at McDonald Reserve (Umpires: Bill 
Sheahan and Chaitanya Rajhansa) 

 
Umpire Chris Ive officiates in the Blind (M) 
Grand Final, New South Wales vs South 
Australia. 

 
Umpires Trevor Finlayson (left) and 
Ash Barrow take to the field to 
commence the ID category of the 
Championships, New South Wales 
vs Tasmania at Osborne Park at 
9:30 am, Monday, 13th January. 
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ID (M): Victoria 4/129 def South Australia 8/127 (cc) at 
McDonald Reserve (Umpires: Ash Barrow and Aneesh 
Shetye) 
Deaf (F): (while only two teams involved) Victoria 7/85 def 
“Combined All Stars” 86 at Winter Reserve (Umpires: Jamie 
Wyatt and Trevor Finlayson) 
Also on the Friday, additional matches were arranged for 
some of the players who had experienced very little cricket 
during the week, on account of the smoke haze. These 
comprised a match involving two mixed teams in the Deaf 
(M) category, two additional matches in the ID (M) category 
(Western Australia vs Tasmania and New South Wales vs 
Queensland) and a match in the Blind (M) category 
(Western Australia vs a Composite Team from Queensland 
and Victoria). 
The final Presentation Night, held at the Geelong Football Club’s Kardinia Park entertainment 
centre, was well attended and enjoyed by all participating teams and officials. The front-cover picture 
taken at the end of this function is courtesy of Aneesh Shetye. 

Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 

VCAUSA ANNUAL SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Prior to the February, CV Training and Development Night (T&D) on Tuesday, 11P

th
P February, 

organised by Acting Umpiring Manager, Peter Binns, at Walter Galt Reserve, given that the usual 
venue at CityPower was “in lockdown” on account of interstate cricket, the VCAUSA had arranged 
the annual “Sausage Sizzle” for all CV Umpires, both 
Association members and non-members. Thanks to “Expert 
Chefs”, Kim Faulkner and Lou Tenace (pictured) for their 
efforts in providing excellently bbqed sausages and onions. 
For the T&D itself which, sadly, was attended by just a 
fraction of the total umpiring panel membership, Peter had 
invited Mr. John Voyage, one of the regular CV Premier 
Cricket Tribunal Judges to speak about Tribunal Procedures. 
It was interesting to note from the Tribunal statistics which 
John mentioned that there have been more heaings to date 
in season 2019-20 than there were in the previous season 
(25 to date in 2019-20 compared with 21 for season 2018-
19). One wonders what this comparison implies about the 
state of Premier Cricket? John was happy to answer a 
number of questions from those present.  
Peter expressed the appreciation of all present to John for his time in attending the T&D and 
enlightening those umpires present from his Tribunal experience. 

Ed. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Umpire Chaitanya Rajhansa officiates in the 
Deaf (M) Grand Final, New South Wales vs 
South Australia. 

 
Chefs, Kim Faulkner (left) and Lou Tenace, 
slave over a hot BBQ, preparing sausages 
and onions to feed VCAUSA members and 
non-members, alike. (Picture courtesy Ed.) 
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SOCIAL CRICKET – VCAUSA VS MOUNT WAVERLEY VETS 
On a perfect sunny Sunday, 23P

rd
P 

February, 2020, quite different to the 
day scheduled for the washed-out 
game last November, captain Mattis 
van Eck won the toss and batted 
against the Mount Waverley CC 
Veterans. The game was played at Mt 
Waverley Reserve, the pitch as usual 
was dry and crumbling but did have 
some grassy patches just short of a 
length, making batting very difficult. 
After welcoming the two new 
debutants, Josh Hallam and Malcolm 
Wood, with the batting line-up a bit on 
the light side, Mattis asked for 
volunteers for the opener spots. 
VCAUSA sent out their openers John 
Richards and Chris Doyle (Melbourne Scorer). For Chris, 
normally a low-order batsman (highest score 2, with not having 
faced more than 5 balls for the VCAUSA previously) this was a 
brave move.  

John got us off to a steady 
start, but after playing a 
sweep shot off the middle, 
straight to square leg, he was 
out caught (lucky catch). 
VCAUSA 1/7 in the 4P

th
P over. 

Josh Hallam entered the 
scene. Josh, who had only 
ever played one game on turf 
and lasted only three balls (normally an opener), was told that 
he was batting at number 3 and he should bat like it. Chris and 
Josh found the pitch difficult to read with some balls seeming 
from a length and others keeping low. But they managed to get 
to drinks, VCAUSA, 1/48 - 20 overs. After a quiet word from 
Mattis to get a move on, Josh got to 30 retired, quite a stylish 
innings (certainly a candidate for Easter 2021). Malcolm Wood 
was next in. He hadn’t picked up a bat in more than six years 
and boy, could you tell. How he didn’t get bowled first ball 
nobody knows. He then proceeded to miss the next four balls 
before he finally hit one, then away he went. Chris, trying to lift 
the run rate, was bowled. Chris, who made19 said, “This was 
my best innings ever. It is the longest time I have ever stayed at 
the crease and it is one short of my highest score ever.” 
VCAUSA 2/62 – 24P

th
P over. Stephen Pitts joined Malcolm at the 

crease but was bowled off one that kept low, VCAUSA 3/80 – 

 
VCAUSA Team vs Mount Waverley Vets 

(L→R): Tony Ventura, Alan Britten (Scorer), Luke Edwards, Alan 
McCarthy, John Richards, Rob Sturgeon, Andrew Chatten, Stephen 
Pitts, Mattis van Eck, Josh Hallam, Cam Sturgeon, Chris Doyle, Malcolm 
Wood, Gerry Schembri. 

 

 
Top scorer, Josh Hallam, displays his 

excellent forward defence. 

 
New-found opener, Chris Doyle, during 

his “best innings ever.”  

 
Malcolm Wood pulls one to the on-

side in his classy innings. 
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29P

th
P over. Andrew Chatten hit one straight to mid-off and was out caught. Malcolm was also bowled 

in quick succession, after an entertaining knock, (another candidate for Easter 2021) - VCAUSA 
5/86 32P

nd
P over. Mattis van Eck and Cam Sturgeon (father-son recruit) kept things steady for a while, 

and then Cam, after a handy knock, was out after a costly run out. Enter father Rob Sturgeon. He 
hit one straight up which was caught by the keeper, VCAUSA 7/106 in the 36P

th
P over. Luke and Mattis 

put on a handy partnership before Luke was run out, VCAUSA 8/121 – 39P

th
P over. Alan McCarthy 

came in for the last over and was run out off the last ball of the innings. Mattis remained not out after 
a squash buckling knock to bring out his highest score for us. VCAUSA 9/124 off 40 overs. 
After an excellent afternoon tea provided by Mount Waverley 
as hosts, we took to the field with Alan McCarthy taking the 
gloves. Mattis van Eck and Chris Doyle opened the bowling 
and their accuracy got us to a good start. Mattis had to leave 
due to a prior engagement and only bowled four overs. 
MWCCV were 0/21 after 7 overs. Luke Edwards came on first 
change. His first two overs were a bit wayward to say the 
least. Let’s say that if the Laws of Cricket had been applied, 

Luke would have been off 
for the rest of the innings for 
bowling full bungers!! Chris 
swapped ends to replace 
Mattis. After a slick catch by Malcolm Wood at cover removed 
Vains and in Chris’ next over Ponnurangam was bowled, MWCCV 
were 2/53 in the 13P

th
P over. We were back in the game thanks to 

Chris’ inspired spell of bowling. 
However, we now had MWCCV’s 
best batsmen, slugger Thompson 
and stylish Godkin at the grease. 
Andrew Chatten came on for some 
left-arm unorthodox spin. Cam 

Sturgeon came on to replace Chris. Cam bowled a steady spell, while 
both batsmen teed off at the other end. Josh Hallam replaced Andrew, 
and although his right-arm off-spin looked good, it was the same result 
as both batsmen took the game away from us with their knocks. 
Stephen Pitts replaced Josh and bowled a couple of overs and Luke 
returned to replace Cam. Luke bowled another full bunger and also 
one that did finally bounce which Hamdne skied and which Josh 
caught. MWCCV were now 3/120 in the 27P

th
P over. Kale and Iver saw 

them home, 5/125 in the 29P

th
P over.  

Batting honours to Josh Hallam (30 retired), Malcolm Wood (23), Chris Doyle (19) and Mattis van 
Eck (21 no). The best bowling was by Chris Doyle 2/15 (6 overs), Mattis van Eck 0/6 (4 overs) and 
Cam Sturgeon 0/11 (5 overs). Alan McCarthy was tidy behind the stumps given the inconsistent 
bounce and age. Mount Waverley again provided a BBQ/sausage sizzle and the VCAUSA supplied 
the drinks while all attendees enjoyed the MWCCV’s hospitality. 
Acknowledgements: Rob Sturgeon – for arranging the game; Mount Waverley Vets - for hosting us 
and playing in terrific spirit; Monash Tigers Scorer, Alan Britten - a professional scoring job as usual; 
Gerry Schembri and Tony Ventura - a surprisingly professional umpiring job; and Damien Herft – 
photography. In Malcolm Wood’s words, “Thanks for a great day, when fun was had by all.”  

Tony Ventura 

 
Captain, Mattis van Eck, opens the bowling 

for VCAUSA. 

 
Left-arm orthodox, Andrew Chatten 

lands one on a good length. 

 
Umpire and Reporter, Tony 

Ventura, makes another 
correct decision! 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A MATCH REFEREE 
What does a CA Match Referee actually do? Watch Cricket all day - How hard could that be? 
Back in the 2018/2019 season, I contacted Damian Herft seeking permission to observe him as the 
Match Referee during the Victorian Second XI game, Victoria vs NSW Metro at Ringwood. 
Thankfully Damian agreed. 
It was a short session. Damian and I spoke briefly but thoroughly about his match-day role. I 
observed for maybe an hour or so until a scheduled break, then said hello to SPU Dale Ireland, 
wished him all the best for the remainder of the game, thanked Damian for his time and I went back 
to normal life. 
In hindsight, while I was keen to see how it all works, it was as much about witnessing how the State 
Panel Umpires go about it on-field and how they are measured and delivered feedback by the Match 
Referee. It was an insightful hour or so. I have a particular interest in learning the mechanics of 
delivering positive and negative feedback and seeing how this is done at CA level provides a rare 
insight. 
This season, I once again contacted Damian, seeking permission to observe him as the Match 
Referee. However, I requested “the full experience”, namely to observe an entire day’s play. 
Thankfully, Damian once again agreed. 
So, it was all planned for 3P

rd
P February, 2020, Day One of the Victoria Second XI vs ACT/NSW 

Country at Casey Fields. On-field umpires would be Greg Azzopardi and Daryl Brigham. I also 
advised and sought permission from Greg and Daryl and they both resoundingly had no objection 
and I made assurances that I would be 100% professional, respectful and invisible so as not to 
distract. (This was also Greg’s debut Second XI game.) 
I arrived at the ground at 8:30am, two hours before the scheduled start of play and it was already a 
hive of activity. The covers were on the entire square as there had earlier been a passing downpour 
and ground staff were already busy re-preparing the outfield. Cricket Victoria were setting up an 
EWP at the southern end above the sightscreen for recording the vision of each and every delivery, 
which will be coded and then uploaded for Damian to view.  
I found Damian inside the pavilion, immaculately decked out in his CA #1 uniform. You could tell he 
was the man in charge. He was busily setting up his equipment. Two laptops and log book for 
recording events such as every appeal, making notes for his assessment criteria and the recording 
of both Greg’s and Daryl’s match goals and then supporting evidence of those goal achievements.  
The CA Assessment criteria are very thorough, and cover: 
• Attitude and Teamwork 

o Positive body language, image and match enjoyment 
o Cooperation, support and communication with the whole PCT 
o Acting out the PCT values and code [behaviours]  

• Preparation 
o Pre-match net and ground inspection – ready and thorough 
o Pre-match briefings and meetings – contribution and thoroughness 
o Fitness – alertness and focus. Knowledge of the PC’s, Laws and Almanac  

• Man and Match Management 
o Effective player management (proactive, professional & consistent to all) 
o Application of the Code of Conduct and CA pace of play guidelines 
o Accuracy and application of GWL – maximising playing time  

• General Decision Making 



Volume 26 Number 7 2019-2020 Page 10 
  

o Accuracy and consistency in No Balls, Wides, Leg Byes, Byes and ball counting 
o Consistency of all decisions (appeals and general decisions) 
o Confidence in making decisions throughout the match/use of technology  

• Technique 
o Response to match and player pressure – maintaining composure  
o Application of Laws, Playing Conditions and agreed interpretations 
o Accurate clear signalling with correct positioning at both ends 

A short time after my arrival, both Greg and Daryl arrived and began their pre-match inspection of 
the match balls (Dukes) and two-way radio checks. Both lads were very accommodating but I was 
mindful that it was a big day/game for Greg so I made myself scarce and gave them a lot of space 
for their preparation. Thankfully, the CA Match Referee has a very busy pre-match as well.  
Next on the agenda was the Medical Briefing where all introduce themselves and their match roles: 
medical support staff from both teams; the CV-supplied medical treatment provider; and CV match-
day manager along with Damian. At this point official paperwork is distributed setting out roles and 
responsibilities, discussing and displaying signals that were to be used to request on-field treatment 
and the location of that treatment.  
Now we prepared for the toss. Damian headed out to the centre and started talking with both 
Captains, Travis Dean (Victoria) and Trent Copeland (ACT/NSW Country). Next thing I knew was a 
toss occurred, overseen by Damian. Victoria won the toss and chose to bat and following that the 
umpires were introduced. I was surprised that the umpires didn’t supervise the toss as we would in 
a CV Premier Game or every other game I’ve ever umpired for that matter. 
So the game began, Damian intently recording events as they occurred and it was fascinating to 
discover that, only for CV matches, each and every ball is coded overseas in India and that there is 
generally a three-ball delay before Damian can review a decision. Every appeal in this game was 
scrutinised and the umpire’s decision deemed either correct or incorrect. That’s pressure that I’ve 
never felt and it’s a credit to our lads. The camera angle is very good, however from only one end, 
on this occasion, the southern end, which today was Greg under the hammer, as this end provided 
Damian with an excellent view with which to judge that decision.  
There is a unique relationship emerging.  
Cricket Victoria provides the venue and everything that is required for the match, things such as the 
appointment of Umpires and Scorers, Team Support Staff, Ground staff through CSMCC, vital 
Technology Access and information for Damian, and of course Catering. There seemed to be a 
small army of Cricket Victoria people there. Cricket Australia provides a Match Referee to manage 
and oversee the game and provide umpire assessment. 
The workspace Damian was provided within the pavilion wasn’t ideal. It really should have more 
privacy as the players, team officials, CV match management and even spectators provided a 
seemingly constant source of distraction. There is potential for two-way radio comments from on-
field to be overheard and all of our conversations as well. I quickly learnt what we could and shouldn’t 
discuss out in the open and tempered my questions and discussions to appropriate times only. 
Surprisingly, the actual day’s play went quite quickly. Damian’s log was quite full. There was plenty 
of interaction between the ACT/NSW Country skipper and the umpires, seeking clarification on 
wides, lbw decision explanations and Damian recorded details of these, as well as all of the delays 
within the game and conveyed these via two-way radio to the umpires on-field. It was a busy day in 
this regard as every appeal was scrutinised, wides/no-balls were checked, umpire technique was 
assessed and much of the communications listened to on ‘open-mic’. Today, there were also many 
balls that left the playing arena so every time the ball was checked or not checked - that was 
recorded too.  
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Damian had a short debrief with the Umpires after the day’s play, and when that concluded I wished 
both Greg and Daryl all the best for the remainder of the game, thanked my host Damian and once 
again returned to normal life. It was 6:30pm and I had just spent 10 hours at the venue and I was 
mentally exhausted. 
I know that Damian allowed me to observe for reasons of “broader development” as I outlined earlier, 
and in particlurar: my interest in the mechanics of feedback delivery; and how important it is to note 
that the CA Match Referee is actually measured by how well he assesses the umpires and how well 
that feedback is delivered. Being the Senior CA Official at the game, Damian is responsible for the 
match overall and is also measured by how well he manages the game, how well he listens to and 
communicates with all stakeholders, Teams, Captains, Venue, Broadcasters, etc. It is a long way 
from just “watching cricket all day”. 
I wasn’t sure how I would go, spending a whole day observing, curbing my words, trying desperately 
not to interfere, while also ensuring that I gave the umpires the space they needed whilst also being 
friendly and helpful. But I surprised myself and I am most grateful for the insight and the experience 
I was afforded by Damian. 
There were a couple of things I took away from observing our SPU’s Greg and Daryl that I could 
use in my own umpiring world. Their preparation was faultless; the teamwork on-field - I could see 
was in sync and very well connected non-verbally; their routines were distinguishable (step in/step 
back) and consistent; and they were both selling their decisions using body language and 
concentration gestures. This helped Greg on one occasion when, professionally, he had to deal with 
and stood strongly during a particular explanation with Trent Copeland at the changeover between 
overs.  
In conclusion, any chance to umpire or observe umpires is an opportunity to improve and well worth 
the effort. 

Tony Medina 
---------------------------------------------------- 

CV/VCAUSA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM UPDATE 
In order to meet print deadline, my final report on the 2019-20 CV/VCAUSA Scholarship Program is 
submitted with still one umpire development activity to take place. So far, the program has enabled 
me to shadow the Playing Control Team (PCT) for the Sheffield Shield match between Victoria and 
Queensland at the MCG. I was given a development appointment 
to the WBBL ‘Curtain Raiser’ at Ballarat’s Eastern Oval. It has also 
seen me travel to Adelaide to officiate in their various Premier 
Cricket competitions (which doubled as the annual umpire 
exchange program between Victoria and South Australia). The 
program paired me up with a member of the National Umpire Panel 
to act as a mentor this season. Finally, and still to come, is the match 
observation which will be conducted by a member of the Cricket 
Australia Supplementary Referee Panel. 
To the regular readers of “Law 43”, I covered some of the finer 
details in my earlier reports. (See the 2019-20 Issues No. 4 
(December), page 6 and No. 7 (February), page 10.) This update 
(my final report) centers more on the off-field aspect and the 
valuable learnings I have gained from having an experienced 
mentor with whom to chat about all things cricket. I always knew 
there was a significant amount of preparation that went into getting an umpire on to the field. 
However, when I finished playing, I didn’t know the extent of that preparation. Basic things like 

 
Chris Grant officiating at Essendon 

(Picture courtesy of Arj Giese.) 
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knowing your laws and playing conditions has taken some time and a fair bit of on-the-job training. 
Then there is the individual match preparation: knowing the team; looking out for player habits; 
essentially managing 22 personalities at once. This is where having an experienced mentor has 
been invaluable. There were three significant moments that occurred this season that warranted 
decent discussion with my mentor. 
The final round before Christmas can be a tricky one for players and umpires alike. With one eye 
on the mid-season break, it’s easy to be a little distracted with holidays on the horizon. My match at 
Toorak Park was particularly difficult to manage as we had two sides pushing for a top-8 placing at 
Christmas, and a spicy pitch that made batting very difficult. It was fast and bouncy, however there 
was some variability in the bounce. Several players were hit on the helmet or on the body as the 
seamers were very difficult to play. The side who batted first were always going to be up against it, 
which contributed to a testy atmosphere. There were a couple of occasions through the day where 
the question of taking the players off was raised. To heighten the attention, the Sheffield Shield 
match between Victoria and Western Australia was abandoned due to an unsafe pitch. This was 
probably where the questioning of my colleague (Ron Birch who was brilliant throughout the day) 
and I came from. Everyone agreed the pitch was not dangerous however unsuitable it was. 
The post-match discussion with my mentor delved into what constitutes a dangerous pitch coupled 
with the constant monitoring of how the ball was behaving. Added to this was the concentration 
needed on my own decision-making as balls were beating the bat or smashing into the pads. The 
valuable advice, for want of a better phrase, was ‘be alert, not alarmed’. With the added context of 
abandoned games, the players were looking to us for leadership. We managed to get through the 
day and the match, however a great deal of information was passed back to the City of Stonington 
by both teams. It’s shown, as Toorak Park has been a run fest ever since. 
A few weeks back, my on-field colleague and I were ‘invited’ to report a player for a breach in our 
code of behavior. The subsequent 1-game ban handed down was challenged on a technicality. The 
offence was not challenged. It was my first tribunal hearing and provided a great talking point when 
I next caught up with my mentor. Hearings can be intimidating. However, the preparation work we 
did back in September (with thanks to Herfty’s mock hearing) helped me prepare. Whilst there is no 
substitute for the real thing, I wasn’t going in with my eyes closed. My discussion with my mentor 
centered mainly on the reporting process as it was this aspect that was challenged. For anyone who 
has reported a player, the aftermath of an incident and ensuring everyone who needs to know, 

knows, can be a frantic process. In hindsight, there were a 
few things that could’ve been tidied up. However, it was all a 
valuable learning experience. My mentor was hugely 
supportive and provided a brilliant sounding board through a 
reasonably stressful time. 
The third and final discussion point I’m happy to share was 
regarding a few on-field comments regarding being 
appointed to officiate my former club. My colleague on the 
day (Dale Ireland) was a massive support and helped 
manage the situation perfectly. The simple mentor advice to 
come back was simple, concentrate on what we can control, 
and deal with it professionally if the line is crossed. The line 
was almost crossed, and another mention of decision-making 
regarding some Melbourne Uni batters may’ve seen another 
trip to the tribunal. Thankfully not. 

As this is my final submission to “Law 43”, I just wanted to thank the VCAUSA, National Umpire 
Panel members and Cricket Victoria for putting me through this program. One thing I may use the 
funding for, might be a British Standard helmet. (I almost got cleaned up at Kingston in a T20.) The 

 
Scholarship holder, Chris Grant officiating in 
Adelaide (Adelaide University vs Glenelg 
Seahorses, 11th January, 2020). (Picture 
courtesy of Lynton Donisthorpe (SACUSA)) 
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interactions I’ve had with senior umpires and match referees have been educational and have given 
me valuable experience for my umpiring days ahead. Thanks also to you, the reader, for following 
the program in “Law 43”. I hope this opportunity is given to another umpire next year as it is a 
valuable umpiring experience. 

Chris Grant 
----------------------------------------------------- 

THE SUPERSTITIONS OF CRICKET 
Many readers would be familiar with the superstitions which are commonplace in our great game at 
all levels, School-teams, Club, State and even International. Habits such as never changing the 
scoreboard during an over in a School or Club Game, I am sure are familiar to you. Perhaps to not 
so many of you, never shaving during a Shield or Test Match would not be familiar but it is said to 
be yet another “Cricket Superstition.” 
But by far the most well-known Superstition of Cricket is, as a batsman, finding yourself stuck on 
87. This of course has its origins in being just 13 away from that coveted ton. But for the more 
superstitious cricketer, this does not just apply to the batter being on a score of 87, but rather to any 
display where the numerals “87” happen to appear. 
“The classic story was in 1961, a Sheffield Shield match between NSW and South Australia. A 
couple of other Mosman boys, Ian Craig and Gordon Rorke, both of whom also played for Australia, 
were in the NSW team. 
“The South Australian captain, Les Favell, had reached 87 in the first innings, and as Craig and 
NSW captain, Richie Benaud walked past Favell, Craig heard Benaud say, ‘Have you seen the 
scoreboard, Les?’ 
“Favell, clearly not superstitious, looked up at the 87 and said, ‘We’ll soon fix that!’ But promptly got 
out next ball. 
“At the start of the South Australian second innings Favell was facing Rorke, who was pretty quick. 
A NSW player said to Favell, ‘Do you realise you’re still on 87, Les?’ He was out first ball.” 

(Quoted text from Beyond Ten Thousand, Allan Border (Swan Publishing Ltd., 1993) page 200) 
----------------------------------------------------- 

SOME JOHNS COLLINS’ WISDOM 
“A game is exactly what it is made of it by the character of the men playing it. New laws, new ways 
of preparing wickets, new schemes of reckoning championships – these external things do not 
matter.” 

Sir Neville Cardus 

“To all who love cricket, and to the Coarse Cricketer in particular, the winter is always long.” 
Spike Hughes 

------------------------------------------------------ 
NOW A SLEDGE OR TWO 

Viv Richards had a quick retort to racist hecklers in the crowd at Weston: 
“I may be black but I know who my parents are.” 
Dennis Lillee had a favourite sledge that he used to great effect against a variety of beleaguered 
batsmen: 
“I know why you’re batting so badly. You’ve got some shit on the end of your bat.” 
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As the batsman examined the end of his bat, Lillee would helpfully suggest: 
 “Wrong end, mate.” 

------------------------------------------------------ 

MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
Tea and Scotch with Bradman – Roland Perry (Harper Collins, Sydney, 2019) ISBN 978 0 7333 
3846 5 
While researching his biography of Sir Donald Bradman, Roland Perry interviewed “The Don” and 
Lady Jessie Bradman in their Adelaide home over a period of months in 1995.  ABC Books later 
asked Perry to write a more personal memoir of Bradman based on their discussions.  In order to 
convince Bradman to be interviewed, Perry had to write to the curator of the Bradman Museum at 
Bowral, Richard Mulvaney who passed the request on.  Bradman only agreed to a one-day interview 
with questions submitted in advance.   
Perry turned up with artistic photographer, Dean Golje, who had no idea who Bradman was.  Perry 
and Bradman established such a rapport that the interview lasted six hours.  Golje took several 
shots and even had Bradman helping him with his equipment.  This was at odds with Bradman’s 
reputation of being difficult to deal with.  Bradman was always shy of publicity.  Not a day went by 
without his name appearing in the media somewhere in the world which then sparked a flood of 
letters.  Each birthday and Christmas the local Australia Post outlet had to use a full truck to deliver 
the mail just to Bradman’s home.  He would receive about 5 million letters in his lifetime, personally 
replying to 1 in 5. 
At the end of that day Lady Bradman suggested that Perry take their phone number and “…give us 
a call whenever you want to come over and we’ll arrange a lunch for you any time you want.”  They 
would start in the morning, break for a cup of tea mid-morning and a glass of scotch at noon.  
Bradman was always direct and to the point.  England’s Sir Neville Cardus described a Bradman 
innings as “…never uninteresting; he simply abstained from vanity and rhetoric.”  Perry described a 
Bradman conversation the same way.  He could be blunt but witty and his “refreshing directness” 
always demonstrated a commitment to honesty and integrity. 
When asked about Douglas Jardine, the English captain who orchestrated Bodyline during the 1932-
33 Ashes series, Bradman replied, “He was a very, very good bat.”  Perry described this as 
Bradman’s way of saying, “No comment.”  In Bradman’s study they used his collection of cricket 
articles and books, including one of only two complete sets of the Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack in 
private hands, to research the origin of Bodyline.  They found that it had been used by Harold 
Larwood and Bill Voce of Nottinghamshire in a county match against Northhamptonshire in August, 
1929.  The batsman was the Third Baron Rothschild, 18 years old and still at Harrow School who 
later became a KGB-recruited British double-agent.  The Baron complained to the Marylebone 
Cricket Club in writing, but as the tactic was used only sparingly by Notts captain, Arthur Carr, during 
the season the MCC took no action.  During their research Prime Minister Paul Keating’s secretary 
rang saying the PM wanted to talk to him.  Bradman asked Lady Jessie to “Tell him to call back 
tomorrow at 2:00 pm please.”  
Bradman’s knowledge about the game was extraordinary.  When discussing the Hansie Cronje 
match-fixing and betting scandal Bradman remarked, “You have to read the history.  The game grew 

(cont’d on page 16) 



Volume 26 Number 7 2019-2020 Page 15 
  

VALE FRANCIS JOHN GOODMAN – 5 P

TH
P FEBRUARY, 1943 – 12 P

TH
P 

NOVEMBER, 2019 
(Many readers would have known Mr. John Goodman, a most experienced English Cricket Scorer, who passed away 
in November, 2019, after a most illustrious career as a scorer for many matches and on many grounds throughout 
England and also occasionally in Australia. John was particularly well known to members of the Crusaders Society and 
regularly officiated as a scorer in matches played during Crusaders’ English Tours. I am grateful to Darrell Holt for 
bringing to my attention a file from which the following tribute has been prepared. I must acknowledge Mr. Ian Schofield 
of the Crusaders Society and Mr. Kevin Beaumont, Buckinghamshire County Cricket Club, for much of the text in this 
tribute. During my own tour with the Crusaders to Europe and the UK in 2009, John Goodman taught me the “courtesy” 
of an umpire to a scorer in order to indicate the pending signal of sundries, and in particular Byes and Leg-Byes, 
something that I have continued to include in my umpiring mechanics. 

Ed.) 

John Goodman played cricket for one year at the age of 15 but, in his own words “was hopeless so 
decided I had reached my peak and retired.” However, to the great benefit of the game, he continued 
to score, ultimately recording more than 3,000 matches over a long career. He scored for 
Chipperfield and Clarendon Cricket Club (CC) in the Thames Valley League for around 60 years. 
Buckinghamshire Minor County CC also enjoyed his services for a long period. He was an Honorary 
Vice-President and was on the current Scorers’ Register for the Club Cricket Conference (CCC). 
John toured Australia on at least three occasions with the CCC, which is where he first came in 
contact with Crusaders Cricket Australia. On eight Crusaders tours of the UK and Europe, he served 
as the prime Crusaders Scorer. This resulted in him taking up the pen for Cricket Victoria on their 
youth tours to the UK. He also enjoyed four seasons for Ashburton CC in Melbourne, 2002, 2004, 
2006 and 2008, which led to close relationships with various Australian colleagues and 
organisations. Indeed, as recorded by Darrell Holt, “John was a catalyst in organizing the Victorian 
Cricket Association Umpires’ Association to also include Scorers within their Association.” 
John was well known at the MCC and Lord’s where he scored in a 
one-day international on one occasion. He also scored during 
September each year at the Lord’s number two oval. Amongst the 
many other clubs for which he had scored, were Royal Household 
CC and Sir Michael Parkinson’s XI. 
In addition to scoring, John was a tireless worker on committees, 
not only at his own Club but for several other organisations. He was 
Fixtures Secretary of the Lee 75 League when it and three Counties 
Leagues merged with the Thames Valley League in 1992. He 
immediately became Fixtures Secretary of the very large Thames 
Valley League and later the Home Counties Premier League from 
its inception in 2000 until his death. 
Early in the 2019 season in the UK, he was still scoring on average 
four matches per week. 
He reveled in keeping records of the games in which he scored. 
When asked in May, 2019, “What is your record of scoring games and centuries now? Have you 
kept a record of how many grounds you have scored at?” he responded, “I don’t know how many 
games I have scored other than Chipperfield where the number stands at 1,800. Now up to 738 
centuries, only one so far this season. Grounds are now at 502. Bucks CCC made a presentation 
to me on that 500P

th
P last year. I think if you look on the BCCC website you might see a picture of me 

in my 500 cap.” 
 

 
John Goodman in his 
commemorative cap presented to 
him on the occasion of his scoring at 
his 500th ground which was the 
Caddington CC in a match 
Bedfordshire Over 60s 3rd XI vs 
Buckinghamshire Over 60s 3rd XI on 
Thursday, 19th July, 2018. 



Volume 26 Number 7 2019-2020 Page 16 
  

MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW (CONT’D FROM PAGE 14) 
rapidly in the early 1800’s based on gambling and betting.  It’s nothing new.  This current episode 
will pass.  There will be admonishment and sanctions and the game will move on.  Then in a decade 
this blight on the game will rear its head again.”  One wonders what he would have thought of 
‘Sandpapergate’. 
When negotiating with Kerry Packer to end the war between the Australian Cricket Board and World 
Series Cricket, Bradman was asked if he had concerns over coloured clothing.  He said, “The Pinks 
played the Blues in 1892.  If they want to wear coloured clothing, even pyjamas, they can have 
them.  We want this deal done.”  Perhaps Bradman’s greatest accomplishment as an administrator 
was the decision in 1971 to cancel the South African tour of Australia.  Bradman saw the anti-
apartheid protests at the Sydney Rugby Test and concluded that politics had no place in sport.  
However, to get a balanced view, he wrote to protest organiser Meredith Burgmann asking why they 
were protesting.  She provided him with information about what was happening in South Africa.  
Bradman flew to South Africa to meet with John Vorster, the Prime Minister.  Bradman realised that 
Vorster was a racist with “ignorant and repugnant” views.  Upon his return to Australia he convinced 
the ACB to cancel the tour and then announced, “We will not play them until they choose a team on 
a non-racist basis.”  The Rest of the World matches were arranged to replace the tour and Bradman 
became Nelson Mandela’s hero.   

Alan McCarthy 

---------------------------------------------------- 

VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2019-20, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Tuesday, 10 March, 2020, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

Cricket Australia, 60 Jolimont 
St., Jolimont 

Tuesday, 17 March, 2020, 
7:30 pm 

VCAUSA Committee of 
Management Meeting 

Doveton College, 62 Tristania 
Street, Doveton 

Saturday, 4 April, 2020 “Nibbles on the Hill”, 1P

st
P 

Grade Grand Final 
CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Friday, 17 April, 2020 Premier Cricket Awards 
Night 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Friday, 1 May, 2020 VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

5 – 8 June, 2020 Joint SACUSA/VCASUSA 
Meeting Weekend 

Penola, South Australia 

 

VCAUSA ITEMS FOR SALE 
For any of the following items for sale please contact Glenn Cumming; 
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com.) 
VCAUSA Jackets: $60.00 
Embroidered, polo shirts: $35.00 
Association Ties: $25 
Association Caps: $15 
“Well Aged” Vintage Port $5/bottle 

 


